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8th Grade Science Syllabus 
Teacher:  Mario I. Rojas 
E-mail:  mirojas@bisd.us 

Class Website:  superscience8th.weebly.com 
 

Introduction: 
Welcome to the 2020-2021 school year. It is our goal to encourage all students to be 

inquisitive and knowledgeable about how the world around us works. We have new 
interactive books, learning strategies, group activities, Labs, demonstrations, and other 
projects that will hopefully stimulate and ignite your passion for scientific investigation, 
problem solving, and knowledge. 
 

Subject Overview from the Texas Education Agency: 
Grade 8 science is interdisciplinary in nature; however, much of the content focus is 

on earth and space science.  National standards in science are organized as multi-grade 
blocks such as Grades 5-8 rather than individual grade levels. In order to follow the grade 
level format used in Texas, the various national standards are found among Grades 6th, 7th, 
and 8th. Recurring themes are pervasive in sciences, mathematics, and technology. These 
ideas transcend disciplinary boundaries and include change and constancy, patterns, 
cycles, systems, models, and scales. 
 

Differentiation for Honors/STEM/GT Students: 
• Utilize creative problem-solving processes to design and execute laboratories. 
• Develop research proficiency by articulating data collecting skills, enhancing 

organizational ability, utilizing problem solving expertise in experimental 
labs and providing graphical interpretations and statistical analysis. 

• Elaborate on topics covered in class.  Topics that arise from lecture or class 
discussion may be the basis for further investigation. 

• Seminar teaching:  Students will be asked to discuss material/peer teaching. 
• STEM:  Students will participate in Problem Based Learning. 

Filemón B. Vela Middle School 
4905 Paredes Line Road 

Brownsville, Texas  78526 
(956)-548-7770    Fax (956)-548-7780 

Dr. René Gutiérrez           
Superintendent of Schools 

      
        Ricardo Rodriguez                           Mandy Delgado                              Brenda Lugo Jasso 
       Assistant Principal                                 Principal                                    Assistant Principal 

                   Crystal M. Chio 
               Dean of Instruction 



 
 
 
 

BISD does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability or genetic information in employment or provision of 
services, programs or activities. 

BISD no discriminate a base de raza, color, origen nacional, sexo, religión, edad, discapacidad o información genética en el empleo o en la provisión de 
servicios, programas o actividades 

 

Supplies: 
*Notebook.            *Markers                *Pen/Pencils              *Scissors 
*Tape/Glue Stick.                  *Sharpener.                      *Highlighters 

Grading Policy: 
Make-up work, re-tests, homework, late work, and issues with scholastic dishonesty 

will be dealt with in accordance with the 2020-2021 Vela Student Handbook/Code of 
Conduct. 
 

Science Class Rules: 
1. Follow all Lab Safety Rules.  Students must review lab safety procedures, signa a 

safety contract, and pass a lab safety exam before they are allowed to participate on 
any hands-on science investigations. 

2. Be on time to  
3. Be prepared with materials for instruction. 
4. Be respectful to everyone. 
5. Use proper language. 
6. Have fun learning.  

Remote Learning Etiquette & Expectations: 
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